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FOEEIGN  IffiWS  ON  APPLES 


THE  GSmii^T  iPPLE  LIAlgET 

Althoiagli  sup-)lies  of  ap-'les  have  "been  considerately  snaller  than 
usual,  the  Geman  market  has  "been  cornparatively  quiet  so  far  this  season, 
states  ^ricultural  Conraissionor  G.  C.  Haas  in  a  report  dated  Novenljer  15. 
The  plentiful  crop  of  ^^ears,  dou"btless  has  been  taking  the  place  of  apples 
to  a  considerable  extent  "but  demand,  nevertheless,  has  been  somewhat  slow. 
It  is  apparent  that  the  recent  steady  improvement  in  German  economic  con- 
ditions has  not  yet  resulted  in  noticeably  increased  purchasing  porrer  for 
the  mass  of  consuraers,  except  possibly  in  western  industrial  Germany  which 
has  profited  more  than  other  sections  from  the  stimulus  of  the  British  coal 
strike.     Continued  improvement  in  general  Hjusiness  conditions  now  seems  iirom- 
ised,  however,  and  the  fruit  trade  is  of  the  opinion  that  a -somewhat  better 
demand  for  American  ap-oles  can  be  expected  to  develop,  as  competing  continent- 
al fruit  passes  out  of  the  picture.     Some  strengthenii^  of  prices  is  expected 
in  December  before  the  Soanish  orange  crop  comes  on  the  market,  and  the 
opinion  is  also  expressed  that  March  and  possibly  April  will  be  good  months, 
as  there  will       comparatively  little  competition  at  that  time. 

I        Movement  of  At^Ios  from  Surplus  producing  Countries  in  Europe 

f  The  movement  of  ap-oles  from  the  chief  surplus  producing  districts 

of  Continental  Europe,  reached  its  peak  around  the  end  of  October,  and 
shipments  declined  steadily  during  th?  first  two  weeks  of  November.  The 
prospects  in  the  mividle  of  November  were  that  the  first  of  December  or 
shortly  thereafter  the  Continental  crop  would  practically  all  be  shipped 
and  by  Christmas  or  New  Yearns,  Northern  and  Central  European  markets 
should  be  cleaned  up  on  domestic  fruit.    Pears  and  grapes  were  practically 
gone  by  the  middle  of  November. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Haas*  report  Germ.an  ap^le  supplies  other  than 
Anerican  were  coming  from  domestic  orchards  and' from  the  Italian  Tyrol, 
Serbia  and  western  Austria.     The  Sv^iss  and  French  crops  were  out  of  the  way 
and^ Czechoslovakia  and  the  Netherlands  had  little  for  export  this  season. 
Arrivals  on  the  Berlin  market,  exclusive  of  American  fruit,  were  averaging 
about  10  carloads  (10  metric  tons  each)  daily,  of  which  about  a  third  were 
from  southern  European  countries.    A  normal  movement  at  that  time  of  the 
season  is  said  to  be  around  25  cars  daily.    Furthermore  there  were  only  about 
15  barges  of  fruit  from  Czechoslovakia  lying  in  the  Spree,  of  which  fully 
half  were  pears.     Several  of  the  barges  were  also  partially  unloaded,  a  full 
load  being  100  metric  tons.     In  a  normal  season  several  times  this  many 
barges  would  be  lying  in  the  river  at  this  time.     Supplies  of  America.ri  apnles 
up  to  the  middle  of  November  had  not  been  heavy,  everything  considered,  al- 
thoTogh  the  low  prices  prevailing  may  have  indicated  such  a  situation. 


The  AT)T)le  Cron  in  the  Italian  Tyrol 


Early  hoven^er  information  fron  Italy  indicated  that  the  Tyrolian 
B-v-^iQ  crop  turned  out  even  iDeloir  previous  expectations,  ^;:oth  in  quality  and 
quantity,  states  Mr.  Haas.     The  trees,  T^articularly  around  Bolzano,  vrere 
severely  damaged        diseases,  many  of  then  losing  leaves  prematurely  with 
some  possilDility  of  affecting  next  year's  cror.  unfavora^oly . 

°^  a;^T)les  fron  Italy  were  hampered  by  the  rise  of  the  Lira, 
witxi  the  result  that  relatively  more  fruit  is  being  marketed  domestically 
than  IS  usually  the  case.    Mr.  Haas  reports  a  large  shiioper  in  Italy  stated 
^nat;  most  01   ,he  fruit  on  hand  in  the  first  week  of  Novenher  would  probably 
oe  marketed  in  Italy  and  that  exports  during  the  last  three  weeks  of  iJovember 
would  prooably  not  exceed  200  to  300  carloads.    With  export  shipments  averaging 
xu  to  IS  carloads  daily  it  was  e^coected  that  the  crop  would  be  moved  bv 
December  1 .  '  .  - 

Czechoslovak  Aynle  Ex-:).jrts  and  prices 

Total  exports  of  a-oples  from  Bohemia  to  Germany  this  season  are 
estimated  at  only  20  barge  loads  at  the  highest,  and  the  fruit,  moreovtr. 
Was  of  inferior  quality,    perhaps  20  to  25"  per  cent  of  the  crop  was  still 
on  hand  in  some  districts  in  the  middle  of  November  but  it  was  expected 
that  'chis  quantity  would  be  required  for  the  domestic  market  and  the  trade 
"as  anticipating  some  importation  of  apples  later  in  the  season,  producers 
in  Czechoslovakia  were  holding  out  for  relatively  high  prices,  2  to  2.4 
cents  per  pound,  as  a  result  of  the  impression  of  scarcity  existing,  and  it 
was  expected  by  the  trade  that  prices  would  advance  to  3.4  to  4  cents  per 
pound  before  long. 

The  gj^iss  Ap-"ile  Crop 


The  Swiss  a^ple  crop,  both  of  table  and  cider  stock,  moved  at  rather 
satisfactory  prices,  states  Agricultural  Commissioner  Haas,  and  the  quantity 
of  fruit  on  hand  at  the  middle  of  JTovember  was  very  small-     Although  some  of 
this  fruit  probably  found  its  way  into  Germany  the  shipments  were  expected 
to  be  of  little  consequence. 


German  He  tail  Prices  for  Ap'oles 


To  the  American  observer  the  striking  thing  about  apple  displays  in 
Germany  this  season  has  been  the  almost  complete  absence  up  to  the  middle  of 
November  of  an  attractive,  good,  medium  priced  eating  apple,  states  Mr.  Haas. 
There  were  quantities  of  inferior  looking,  ungraded,  domestic  Gt69k  available 
at  from.  5.5  to  11  cents  per  pound,  and  some  extremely  high  priced,  cotton-wool 
packed  fruit  from  Italy,  but  only  small  quantities  of  any  good  fruit  selling 
at  an  In-between  price. 
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ipierican  Jonathans,  rrhich  caae  on  the  Z-erlim  market  around  Octo'ber 
first,  started  out  at  prices  ranging  from  22  cents  per  pound  unv.'ard.  Downtovrn 
shops  held  then  aostly  around  26  cents.     It  vras  only  in  the  first  t^^o  vxeeks 
of  UovenlDer  that  prices  "^oegan  to  cone  dov;n  noticealDly.     On  or  ahout  Novemher 
15  dov/ntoivn  shoiDs  nere  mostly  ashing  17  cents  per  pound  for  Jonathans  niid 
Winesaps.     Sho]is  in  the  'oetter  residential  sections  \7ere  asking  15  to  15  cents 
■oer  pound,  street  stands  mostly  13  cents,  and  the  "big  street  markets,  which 
occur  t^7o  or  three  times  weekly/-  in  all  sections  of  the  city,  from  11  to  13 
cents  per  po^and.    Fruit  T.7as  oeginning  to  move  in  greater  volume  at  these  prices, 
although  dealers  still  considered  the  market  quiet.     If  retail  prices  nork  down 
to  S  to  11  cents  per  pound,  and  this  shoull  ''De  "(ossiljle  if  the  present  Ion 
fruit  auction  prices  continue,  dealers  state  that  a  larger  volume  of  j^aerican 
apples  can  "be  sold.     There  are,  hotrever,  so  many  small  competitive  retailers, 
each  with  a  very  sm.all  turnover,  that  margins  must  "be  wide.  Consequently 
there  is  great  resistance  to  retail  -nrice  reductions. 

Hip'-h  priced  Italian  Fruit  on  the  Berlin  Market 

High  quality  apnles,  which  usually  sun^ly  most  of  the  early  fancy 
trade,  were  unusually  scarce  in  Berlin  this  season,  and  accordingly  were 
held  at  prices  exhor'iitant  from  an  American  standpoint.     The  high  class 
shops  asked  22  cents  per  pound  upward  for  this  type  of  fruit.    Mr.  Haas 
states  that  he  saw  single  a-rples,  carrying  designs  made  hy  ex")Osure  to  the 
sun  through  figured  pa^^er,  priced  as  high  as  -12  cents  each.     This  type  of 
business,  of  course,  represents  only  a  small  portion  of  the  trade,  hut  it 
Was  somewhat  characteristic  of  the  marketing  of  high  class  fruit  this  season. 
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